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INTERVIEWEE: DIANE DOUGLAS 

INTERVIWER: MADISON HOMAN 

 
MADISON HOMAN:  Good afternoon I’m Madison Homan here with Mrs. Diane 
Douglas class of 1968 for the William Penn Project Thursday April 9, 2015.  Could you 
just tell me a little bit about your childhood?  Did you grow up in High Point, or did you 
move here? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  I was born, raised here in High Point.  I’ve lived here all my life. I 
went to several schools here.  Predominant black schools.  Went to Boundary Street 
School Elementary.  Went to Griffin.  Then I finished up at William Penn High School, 
where I graduated from. It was an experiencing year for all people, during that last year 
of William Penn, but we all made it. We all got right perspectives. We graduated, we all 
came together, Mr. Burford was there and (pauses.) During my elementary school year, 
I stayed on Boundary so that was called Boundary Elementary School, which I walked 
to school, and every school I attended I walked to school there.  During the lunch times 
we all shared our lunch.  We didn’t do lunch, we brought our lunch from home so we 
shared.  My parents always had me a pork chop sandwich, and everybody in school 
knew that so they always wanted to eat with me.  But the community was well known, in 
the neighborhood we all were like family.  It’s not that way now but you know I wish we 
could get back that way now.  But in William Penn High School, I used to be a 
cheerleader. I really loved that. I did get in trouble sometimes too but Mr. Burford always 
called my parents. Thats the thing about going to school in our community.  The 
teachers knew our parents, so whatever you did at school they knew about it so you 
would get it twice. Ms. Hibernia Lewis., a lot of those teachers stayed in our 
neighborhood, Mr. Dennis.  My parents always knew them so me and my sister we 
would get it, and we would be very abused twice, at school and plus when we got home 
too.  I’ll take that back not abused, we were punished.  As going towards the graduation, 
we were very excited, I was very excited about going to graduation. William Penn was 
the marching band, the football team, and walking to the football game as I remember 
because I lived on Boundary, and High Point University (it was High Point College then), 
their stadium is where we played our football, and I walked there to every game.  We 
enjoyed it.  I mean even when we weren't walking to the game, we used to walk over 
there and just do exercise every time.  There was a lot taken from us during that time, 
but you know life moves on, we have to move on.  William Penn now… well I’ll get back, 
William Penn during the time that I graduated or the time that I did the cheerleading, we 
enjoyed each other.  You know when tragedy struck, Martin Luther King or when we 
were going to start integrating.  There was a lot of things that went on there, but you 
know it’s just like life like now, it still goes on. We have moved up a little bit, not as much 
as I want it to be, but the school is still there and that is one of my dreams that I’m glad 
that the school is still there that I can tell my grandchildren and my children, and they 
can tell their children.  Madison, what else would you like to know?  
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What was your day like? Just to go to school… 
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DIANE DOUGLAS :  My days to go to school, I had to get up and my mom had my 
lunch and then I meet my friends and we walked to school.  That was good, and the 
other kids that came to school on buses we met with them also too.  We enjoyed each 
other, I mean we had a way to walk, kids don’t walk no more but. My day at school, it 
was nice, we all got along, it wasn’t a lot of fighting, like it is now.   At least I don’t 
remember fighting, maybe I’m not a fighter.  But fighting, it didn’t go on as much.  We all 
was like part of a family with each other.  It was a predominant black school, so I’m not 
used to going to schools were there weren’t just all black kids but I did, I really managed 
everything.  I’m not prejudiced because I used to work for people during my time at 
summer break. I did go to the beach and work for some people…   You know we had 
good times at school.  We all had good times at school.  Had about seven girls that I 
was acquainted with.  We were called the Magnificent Seven.  We just played hooky 
from school one day, and Mr. Burford knew that we had played hooky, we was over one 
the girl’s house.  He told our parents, and when we got back to school that next day we 
had to clean the whole hall, the whole steps.  We had to wash steps, we had to wash 
walls, and then plus we had to go home and do things too.  But you know as I look back 
on it, it was a lesson well earned.  And we all today, we tell each other about that 
incident that we had, we just played hooky from school.  And there was a store on 
Washington Street where we used to buy candy and stuff, and we would go in there and 
get some candy and stuff.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What was it like for you growing up in High Point and going to 
William Penn during a time of segregation? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  Well, it was… It was hard.  It was an experience.  I marched, I did,  
I mean I marched for whatever we stood for, for the right thing.  I didn’t do any violence 
so.  When it was time for desegregation then I accepted it because it was time to accept 
it.  I was during the time where we had to drink water from colored fountain and white 
fountain and I remember all those things.  And when we couldn’t go eat.  We had the 
Ricks Theater we couldn’t, we had to go upstairs and watch the movie.  So all of that is 
a change, and I was glad for that change that we had.  I’m not going to say that I wasn’t 
in on the marches, cause I was.  I stood up.  I’ll stand up today too.  Uh, for anything 
that is right for the world, and for me.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Do you have a memory that stands out to you? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  During the integration time or protesting time? Let’s see.  Well 
when we marched down Washington Street… I remember a lot.  Some things I don’t 
like to remember, and some things like Selma.  I watched that movie and I could see 
some of the things.  You know that brought back a lot of things for that too.  But we all 
need to go through that change, but just to see it not to go through it just to see it.  One 
time I think when Kennedy died.  I think the whole school just went wild, I think the 
whole world went wild.  So during that time I can remember that one.  It was a lot of 
incidents.  Even when at the shopping center, College Village shopping center, I think a 
riot broke out there and I think I was in that also, I know I was in that.  But like I said we 
just have to move on.  It’s none of it that I want to remember but it’s something that you 
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want to share with your family or to remember what did happen.  So when we do get 
together now as classmates just sitting around talking we try to share some of the things 
that we have went through.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What was the cheerleading team like?   
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  Oh cheerleading was great.  Oh the Tigers, we are the Tigers, the 
mighty, mighty Tigers!  That was great.  I did that for a year.  I think that was my first 
year in William Penn in 1966.  I was a cheerleader then.  It’s been a long time but it was 
a good year.  Those years was good years.  Good years at William Penn.  The 
marching band, the football team.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Did you ever get to travel with them? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  With the cheerleaders? I did we traveled to Dudley.  Dudley was 
our rival.  They were the best team, we were the best team.  You know we always liked 
to go over there and argue with them about it. That’s about it.  
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What would you do after school or on the weekends?  Did you, 
your Magnificent Seven, did you hang out? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  Oh yeah, well where I lived was Washington Terrace Park.  I lived 
right in the back of it, I could walk across the field go out my gate and just walk across 
there and I’ll be at Washington Terrace Park.  So we hung at Washington Terrace Park 
all the time.  Like I told everybody when I went to school, when I went off to school,  I 
told them I had a swimming pool in my backyard, but it was the park pool.  But I couldn’t 
swim.  I never did learn to swim, because when we would go over there they would all 
throw you in the pool.  It just scared me to get thrown into a pool.  I love water today, but 
never did learn how to swim.  But that was a good time we went to Washington Terrace 
Park.  We went upstairs we could dance upstairs, we had cotton candy, snowballs.  We 
had a train that went around the Washington Terrace Park, and you go up under this 
tunnel, it was a big train where you could just holler.  I stayed right there so when they 
run the train you can just hear everybody hollering.  We all communicated at 
Washington Terrace Park.  Everybody hung there. People from across town caught the 
bus over on this side of town, and at night my mom give us curfew time, supposed to be 
back home, so we get back home and she’d flick the light up and down.  You could see 
it from the park with the lights flicking.  You could hear “Your momma just flicked the 
lights, you better go now.”    I’d dance a little bit, next thing you now I hear “here come 
your momma across the field.”  So they’d say “hurry up, hurry up and get on down there 
so we don’t get embarrassed.”  But that was good times.  Then when you go across 
town you had to make sure you catch the bus back across town before 10:30 because 
the last bus runs at 10:30.  If you get stuck over that way, you had no way back home.  
Life was good.  Life was bad.  Life was successful.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Did you have a teacher at William Penn that just really made an 
impact on you?   
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DIANE DOUGLAS :  Mr. Neally.  Mr. Dennis.  There’s a lot of them.  Ms. Hibernia-
Lewis.  I would say Ms. Hibernia Lewis, yeah.  She was a typing teacher.  She was a 
very good friend of my mom’s too.  So she was over at our house a lot.  Impacted my 
life a lot.  Even when I got grown she was still in my life after I finished school.  You 
know, she really trusted me and my sister.  She took a little bond with me and my sister.  
I enjoyed all of them, even if I see them today, the ones that are still here. Yes, she 
would be the one for that.  Those walls could talk.  Them walls could talk, they could tell 
ya a whole big story.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  What was it like when you would march? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  Scary.  It was very frightening.  The faces that you see.  Just scary 
You know, it could have been my last time on earth.  Something could have happened 
to me during that time.  But it was strange, and sometimes I think I was young, 
foolishness.  I think it was scary, but then sometimes it was fun.  I don’t know whether 
the fun and the scary got mixed up in cause I was young.  But, yeah it was scary, it was 
different.  You have people hollering at you names, and stuff.  You know you feel that 
during this time too.  I mean I had recently an incident where a name was called to me.   
Really I just snapped but I grabbed myself back.  You know reality, you just have to 
check yourself.  But yeah, it was scary and people were mean.  You know spitting and 
throwing rocks. 
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Is there a particular march you remember more than others?    
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  The Reverend Cox march.  We did a march down Washington 
Street.  That was a very exciting march.  It was worth the march.  Not a violent march, 
none of them have been violent but I mean it was a calmer march.  And it seemed like it 
had more effect on us than other marches.  I don’t know whether I was just running wild 
or just or what.  But I am glad today that we did what we had to do.  Everybody else did 
what they had to do to get where we are today.  Hopefully it can keep going this way.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Being part of the class of ’68, you guys were the last class.  What 
was it like that year with the closing? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  It was sad.  You know it was sad.  We were happy because we 
were graduating, but it was sad we had nowhere to go back to.  Like every high school 
has somewhere to go back to.  And then they kept saying what they were going to do to 
it, and that was the sad part.   I was glad we were graduating we all were, but then we 
didn’t want the school to be closed up.  We didn’t want the school to just not no longer, 
where we could go up there and just see those steps, or walk down the halls.  So that 
was hard but it was exciting.  I don’t think it embraced us until we left.  Until that year 
was over.  We thought oh what are they going to do with the school, where we going to 
go?  It took awhile to do that too.  One of our class reunions was there at William Penn.  
I think our 40th was there.  It was good to go back into the school, and see some of the 
stuff, and memorize some of the stuff.   
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MADISON HOMAN:  Were you living in High Point after you graduated?   
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  No, I went to cosmetology school.  I went to Durham and stayed for 
about a year, a couple of years.  Then I came back home.  And then that’s where I been 
my whole life.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Living in High Point were you around for the integration? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  Yes.  Well half the time I was in Durham.  In where the integration 
was, during that time I was in Durham. But I was back and forth home too.  You know 
when the schools got integrated then our class, that last class at Griffin, and we had a 
class that followed them and went to Andrews.  Then you know I wanted to go over and 
see how that was.  They seemed to be doing okay.  So integration was okay.  And 
Woolworths, it was just to sit somewhere.  My kids just couldn’t believe it.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  You shared with them? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS :  Oh yeah I’ve shared it.  My husband has shared it and then you 
know movies like Selma come on, or any movie like that, that comes on.  You know 
some people don’t like to watch it.  I don’t like to watch it a lot but you know it sets back 
in where we come from.  It makes you thank you for coming from.  Yeah we have 
shared it.  I’ve shared it with my grandchildren.  They just look at me, they don’t 
understand yet, but they will.  
 
MADISON HOMAN: Living in High Point with William Penn being closed were you ever 
involved, or did you ever hear about the vandalism, or the effort to make it a historical 
landmark? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  Didn’t hear of any vandalism.  You know you could just ride down 
the street and see windows broken.  Or somebody that did something to the building.  
And I was like okay that’s our school that’s being demolished.  But I didn’t hear of any 
vandalism, I’m sure it was.  We just wanted something to be done to open it up.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Well when they started talking about re-opening it, did you hear 
about that, were you involved? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  When they started talking about it, I wasn’t say involved or 
anything, our class was.  Our class was involved in it and wanted to donate some things 
to even the Pointers club you know wanted to donate money also.  I feel like they did 
donate some money. I don’t know what or how.  I’m glad it just came back so we could 
do something to the school, for the school.   
 
MADISON HOMAN:  Any other memories that stand out?  
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DIANE DOUGLAS: What’s his name? Glenn Chavis has his book, it has my parents in 
it. It even has me in it. It should be in your notes too. I was a Holly before I was a 
Douglas. Just go back and read the book.  
 
MADISON HOMAN: Did you ever speak of anything, you and your family, just being 
here in High Point with segregation?  Did that ever come up?  Did you parents have 
experiences? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS:  If they had any they were like closed they didn't mention it to us. 
Like when I’d go off to do protests they were afraid for me.  They just let me go on 
because I was going to do what I wanted.  It wasn’t commonly talked about with my 
parents but they knew that’s what we were doing.  That I would go out, they used to just 
say be careful.  It was mostly like a closed thing for older people during that time 
because I’m sure they went through more than what we did.  But they didn’t have a 
chance to protest or didn’t have a chance to see it differently.   
 
MADISON HOMAN: And you said you have a sister? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS: I do 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Older or younger? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS: She’s older. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: And did she go to William Penn as well? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS: She went to William Penn too. She graduated in ’65, and she left, 
she hasn’t been back. She didn’t come back to live here.  
 
MADISON HOMAN: Was there any question that you thought I would ask that I didn’t? 
Any thing you care to share that didn’t come up? 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS: Well, no I don’t think so. 
 
MADISON HOMAN: Well, then I thank you for your time. 
 
DIANE DOUGLAS: You’re welcome. I wish I could have given you more. I’ll probably 
get out the door and say “Oh, I should have said this, I should have said that.” 
‘ 


